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HEY THERE
I’m so glad you’re interested in buying soft pastels! 

Soft pastels are one of my favorite mediums. I'm obsessed with their creamy,
velvety texture. Creating with them is so fun, so I'm not surprised when

people contact me about wanting to get started with soft pastels. 
 

In this free guide, I give my you my personal recommendations on what you 
 should buy to get started with pastels. There are three lists that are based on

what you're wanting to do. All of the lists assume that you are starting from
scratch, but if you have any of the supplies already, feel free to use what you

have!  
 

Before we get into it, let me tell you a little about myself. I’ve been an artist
since before I can remember. My mom is an artist, and she started an art

school out of our home! I started taking formal lessons from her at a young
age, continued through high school, and then graduated from college with an
art degree. After college, I opened an art supply store and gallery, taught high
school art, and then became a full time artist. I live with my husband on the
beautiful Mississippi Gulf Coast. I love painting soft pastel landscapes with a

Christian theme. 
 

Well, that’s me! Now it's time to give you my recommendations. :) 
 



READY TO BUY SOME PASTELS?
 

Here are some recommendations based on what
you’re wanting to do with them. 

 
 
 
 

Most of the following links are from Dick Blick. It’s a trusted online art supply
store. Their prices are usually one of the cheapest. Feel free to shop around.

You can try Amazon, Jerry’s Artarama, Hobby Lobby, Michael’s, or your local art
supply store! 

 
DISCLAIMER:

I am not associated with any of these brands. 
I don’t get any kind of commission for anything suggested in this guide. 

This is just what I use and enjoy.

 

MY RECOMMONDATIONS



IF YOU’RE WANTING TO PLAY
 

If you’re just wanting to play and try something new without too much of an
investment, here’s what I recommend. These are the basics that will give you a

good feel for pastels. 
 

Prismacolor NuPastel Color Stick Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 12
 

Schmincke Soft Pastel Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 10
 
 

UArt Sanded Pastel Paper - 9'' x 12'', 400 Grit, Single Sheet 
*This is only 1 sheet - get as many as you want! 

 
Winsor & Newton Artguard Barrier Cream

 
 

Latex Finger Cots
 
 

Blick Masking Tape
 
 

Richeson Drawing Clip Board
 

https://www.dickblick.com/items/prismacolor-nupastel-color-stick-set-assorted-colors-set-of-12/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/schmincke-soft-pastel-set-assorted-colors-set-of-10/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/uart-sanded-pastel-paper-9-x-12-400-grit-single-sheet/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/uart-sanded-pastel-paper-9-x-12-400-grit-single-sheet/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/winsor-newton-artguard-barrier-cream/?fromSearch=/search/?q=barrier%2520cream
https://www.dickblick.com/products/latex-finger-cots/?fromSearch=/search/?q=barrier%2520cream
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-masking-tape/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/richeson-drawing-clip-board-18-x-18/


IF YOU’RE WANTING TO CREATE 
 

If you’re hoping to create some nice works of art and want to make a little
investment, here’s what I recommend. This will give you a great foundation for

beginning your pastel journey. 
 

Prismacolor NuPastel Color Stick Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 36
 

Schmincke Soft Pastel Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 15
 

Terry Ludwig Soft Pastels - Best Loved Basics, Set of 14
 

Koh-I-Noor Gioconda Soft Pastel Pencil Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 12
 

UArt Sanded Pastel Paper Pad - 400 Grit, 9'' x 12'', 10 sheets, Beige
 

Winsor & Newton Artguard Barrier Cream
 

Latex Finger Cots
 

Blick Masking Tape
 

JSY Tape, self-Adhesive Acid-Free Tape
 

Strathmore 300 Series Tracing Paper - 9'' x 12''
 

Richeson Drawing Clip Board
 

Blick Studio Tabletop Easel
 
 

https://www.dickblick.com/items/prismacolor-nupastel-color-stick-set-assorted-colors-set-of-36/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/schmincke-soft-pastel-set-assorted-colors-set-of-15/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/terry-ludwig-soft-pastels-best-loved-basics-set-of-14/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/koh-i-noor-gioconda-soft-pastel-pencil-set-assorted-colors-set-of-12/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/uart-sanded-pastel-paper-pad-400-grit-9-x-12-10-sheets-beige/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/winsor-newton-artguard-barrier-cream/?fromSearch=/search/?q=barrier%2520cream
https://www.dickblick.com/products/latex-finger-cots/?fromSearch=/search/?q=barrier%2520cream
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-masking-tape/
https://www.amazon.com/CASTELBELBOTape-self-Adhesive-Acid-Free-Tape-inch/dp/B08C2WCHZD?pd_rd_w=frqoc&pf_rd_p=8baf753a-4815-4dcb-a8bf-42c9153b6c3c&pf_rd_r=8DC83QF3FWHW20J23T47&pd_rd_r=6c760dd9-3ab3-4b92-b1c4-2729f9db1ca9&pd_rd_wg=FlYFs&pd_rd_i=B08C2WCHZD&psc=1&ref_=pd_bap_d_rp_10_t
https://www.dickblick.com/items/strathmore-300-series-tracing-paper-9-x-12-50-sheets/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/richeson-drawing-clip-board-18-x-18/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-studio-tabletop-easel/


IF YOU’RE WANTING TO DIVE IN 
 

If you’re wanting to go all in with pastels and make an investment, here’s what
I recommend. This will give you everything you need to create with pastels. 

 
Prismacolor NuPastel Color Stick Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 48

 
Schmincke Soft Pastel Set - Assorted Colors, Wood Box, Set of 60

 
Terry Ludwig Soft Pastels - Basic Landscape Colors, Set of 30

*There are so many good Terry Ludwig sets. Feel free to browse them and get
the one that interests you the most! 

 
Koh-I-Noor Gioconda Soft Pastel Pencil Set - Assorted Colors, Set of 24

 
UArt Sanded Pastel Paper Pad - 400 Grit, 9'' x 12'', 10 sheets, Beige

 
UArt Sanded Pastel Paper Pad - 400 Grit, 9'' x 12'', 10 Sheets, Dark

 
Winsor & Newton Artguard Barrier Cream

 
Latex Finger Cots

 
Blick Masking Tape

 
JSY Tape, self-Adhesive Acid-Free Tape

 
Strathmore 300 Series Tracing Paper - 9'' x 12''

 
Richeson Drawing Clip Board

 
Blick Studio Light-Duty H-Frame Easel

 

https://www.dickblick.com/items/prismacolor-nupastel-color-stick-set-assorted-colors-set-of-48/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/schmincke-soft-pastel-set-assorted-colors-wood-box-set-of-60/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/terry-ludwig-soft-pastels-basic-landscape-colors-set-of-30/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/koh-i-noor-gioconda-soft-pastel-pencil-set-assorted-colors-set-of-24/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/uart-sanded-pastel-paper-pad-400-grit-9-x-12-10-sheets-beige/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/uart-sanded-pastel-paper-pad-400-grit-9-x-12-10-sheets-dark/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/winsor-newton-artguard-barrier-cream/?fromSearch=/search/?q=barrier%2520cream
https://www.dickblick.com/products/latex-finger-cots/?fromSearch=/search/?q=barrier%2520cream
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-masking-tape/
https://www.amazon.com/CASTELBELBOTape-self-Adhesive-Acid-Free-Tape-inch/dp/B08C2WCHZD?pd_rd_w=frqoc&pf_rd_p=8baf753a-4815-4dcb-a8bf-42c9153b6c3c&pf_rd_r=8DC83QF3FWHW20J23T47&pd_rd_r=6c760dd9-3ab3-4b92-b1c4-2729f9db1ca9&pd_rd_wg=FlYFs&pd_rd_i=B08C2WCHZD&psc=1&ref_=pd_bap_d_rp_10_t
https://www.dickblick.com/items/strathmore-300-series-tracing-paper-9-x-12-50-sheets/
https://www.dickblick.com/items/richeson-drawing-clip-board-18-x-18/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-studio-light-duty-h-frame-easel/


There are SO many more great brands and supplies than what I’ve
stated above. These are just what I use in my studio.

 
I hope that you found these recommendations helpful! If you would
like to learn more about soft pastels, check out my complete guide: 

A Beginner's Complete Guide to Soft Pastels.
 

I wish you much success in your pastel journey. 
 

Happy painting :) 
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